COLUMBUS BASE

MEETING MINUTES
2 November 2024

Call to Order:

1300— Commander Tim Barker called the November meeting to order with the Pledge of
Allegiance to our flag and country following our traditional social hour. Chaplain Walt Fleak
offered the invocation.

Twenty-one members, guests and one prospective member attended. Each member and
associate introduced himself/herself in a brief round robin fashion.

Lost Boats for October were tolled by Chaplain Sharon Lloyd and Galin Brady. The ceremony
included a moment of silence in remembrance of lost members. The usual moment of silence
for all lost shipmates concluded the memorial portion of the meeting.

Administrative Reports:

Secretary Dembo reported that the past meeting’s minutes were posted on our website. A Thank
You from the VA was received for the donated coffee.

Treasurer Walt Fleak provided a full detailed report and in summary there is $13,859.32 total.
Webmaster Cliff Dodson reported all well.

Chaplain Sharon Lloyd reported on the current “Binnacle List™:

Robert Frier: everything doing OK except for a little blood in urine & will have
cancer checked in 6 months. Sleep APNEA machine is helping a lot.

Jamie Gaffney —-has lots of discomfort & stiffness, is doing therapy 2 or 3 days a week.
Brian Farnsworth—- doing well, moving back to Ohio and was present.
Bernie Kenyon—-has another tumor in bladder, will have surgery on November 14.

Jim Steck—-doing well is in week 9 of kemo and was present.
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Jim Tisdale—-do so so. Will be decided this month if he needs more therapy.

Sharon Lloyd—-still doing therapy for shoulder. Had cataract surgery on October 30th,
doing good & can see better.

Storekeeper Eric had received 2025calendars and were sold for $11. There were 3 left at the
beginning of the meeting.

Membership:

We have 78 members. We had one new prospective member attend. Rob Griftith, qualified on
the USS Greenling (SSN 614) in 1980, attended and expressed that he will join. He found us by
searching the internet.

USSVI DUES INCREASE Jan 1, 2025 o $10 annual dues increase. There will also be a life
member dues increase effective at the same time (new schedule to be announced). Annual
members may renew or convert to Life memberships at the current cost until December 31,
2024. o Associate Life Membership is again being considered. More info will be shared as
received .

Events:
The annual Columbus Veterans Day Parade was cancelled.

Delaware (Ohio) Veterans Day Parade

Sunday 3 November 2024

Veterans Social (with light lunch) 1200-1430 Parade step-off at 1500
Dave Hamel is pulling the parade sub.

Liability Insurance request submitted.

Complimentary Dinner for Veterans, Friday 8 November, 2024
American Legion Leasure-Blackton Psot 239

Where our meetings are held

Spm — 7pm

Veterans free, all others $10

Logan (Ohio) Veterans Day Parade
Sunday 10 November 2024

Parade step-off at 1500. Gather at 1400
Free Veterans’ dinner after the parade
Dave Hamel will be pulling the parade sub
Liability Insurance request submitted.

Dublin, OH Veteran’s Day Ceremony

Breakfast for Veterans at La Chatelane’s on 161 in Old Dublin prior to 11 am.
I1am. — Ceremony at the Grounds of Remembrance (77 North High Street).
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Columbus Base Christmas Dinner, Appreciations, Toys for Tots collection o (Toy or $)
Day/Date: Saturday,7 December 2024

Social Hour 1700, 1800 Dinner, 1900 Appreciations

e Location: VFW #4931 (Hilliard)

2436 Walcutt Rd

Columbus, Ohio 43228 614-876-4817

e Cost: TBD but hoping to hold cost to not more than $20.00 per person

¢ Dinner will be buffet-style (all you can eat until it’s gone) with food provided by Cracker
Barrel. Menu will most likely include: Salad, roast beef, chicken, potatoes, vegetable(s), bread,
butter, and dessert. Menu is not finalized and is open to discussion and/or change. Appetizers
will be provided/prepared by base members (Barker, McDonough, Dodson, Koogler?, other?)
and will probably include shrimp with cocktail sauce, BBQ smokies, cheese/crackers, and
maybe a surprise or 2.

Honor Flight — There is one remaining flights scheduled for this year on November 7.
Wheelchair repair is scheduled for November 5 at 0900 at the Airport Room C-138 at the
Columbus airport.

Bill Anderson was a member on the October 10, 2024 flight.

Vietnam Veterans Association (VVA) membership. This group meets last Tuesday of the
month here at the Worthington American Legion Post. There is a website for more
information. Vietnam Veterans are those that served in any service 1964 to 1975;

The 50/50 drawing was held.

Chaplain Walt Fleak gave the benediction, and Commander Tim adjourned the meeting at
1403.

ANOUNCEMENT OF NEXT MEETING
Next planned Columbus Base meeting:

CHRISTMAS DINNER

Day/Date: Saturday,7 December 2024
Location: VFW #4931 (Hilliard)

2436 Walcutt Rd

Columbus, Ohio 43228

614-876-4817

VOLUNTEER COORDINATORS: Clutch
Cost: $20.00/person (May change)

Respectfully submitted, Richard Demboski, Secretary
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