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COLUMBUS BASE 

MEETING MINUTES 
 3 May 2025 

Call to Order: 
1300 – Commander Tim Barker called the May meeting to order with the Pledge of Allegiance 
to our flag and country following our traditional social hour.  Chaplain Walt Fleak offered the 
invocation.  
 
Lost Boats for April and May were tolled by Chaplain Sharon Lloyd and Galin Brady. The 
ceremony included our recognition of Base members who commenced their eternal patrols 
during the month of April and May each year.  The usual moment of silence for all lost 
shipmates concluded the memorial portion of the meeting. 
 
Twenty-one members along with two guests attended.  Membership was at 76 members.   
Robert "Rob" Griffith ET2(SS) was mentioned to become a member upon receiving payment.  
It was announced Monday 5/5/25 that he has officially joined. 
 
Robert "Rob" Griffith ET2(SS) - Rob found us on the internet. He attended his first meeting 
back in November, followed up with a couple more meetings and the Holland Club dinner.  
Rob joined the Navy in 1976. Following boot camp and all the necessary schools, he reported 
aboard USS Greenling SSN-614 in 1978. Rob qualified on the Greenling in 1980, as an ET3. 
He spent another 2 years on the Greenling and was discharged in 1982. 
Rob is married to Susan. They currently live in Upper Arlington.  
 
Mrs. Judith Lewis, a member of the Quilts of Valor, was introduced and explained the purpose 
of the Quilts of Valor.  She then presented Jim ‘Clutch’ Koogler a Quilt in recognition of his 
service to the Columbus Base and other veteran activities. WELL DONE 
 
The Secretary offered that the March and April minutes were posted on the Webpage for 
review. There was no correspondence to report.  
 
The Treasurer gave his report and the total in all accounts is $13,621.81. 
 
Webmaster was not present. 
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Chaplain Sharon Lloyd reported on the Binnacle List for May: 
 
Galin Brady- doctors had to dig kind of deep to get all the cancer cells. Took skin from his 
thigh to graft over surgery sites on both sides of his head. He was present. 
 
Bernie Kenyon - still doing dialysis but it’s going well. His bones are healed & he is having 
therapy. Will have check up to make sure cancer is gone. He plans to be on the golf course May 
13th. 
 
Bob Frier- says all is well for now. He is to have MRI in October on pancreas & kidneys. The 
mass on his back is painful when he stands to long or is bending over to do chores. He can drive 
short distances but doesn’t trust himself on long drives. Hello to everyone. 
 
Jim Steck - will be having a procedure on his esophagus soon. He is done with chemo. 
 
I called a couple of guys that had been on sick list a few years ago just to check on them. 
 
 Bob McDaniel - is doing very well. He just got a certificate from the American Legion recently 
in recognition of his 50 years of membership. 
 
Tim France - he also is doing well & is planning on attending a reunion of one of his subs in 
July. He does ZOOM with Cincinnati Base meetings. He says “Hello to everyone.” 
 
Storekeeper, Eric, received the Columbus Base Patches and had them for members for a 
donation. 
 
Eagle Scouts - Walt Fleak reported that he participated in one ceremony this past month.  
 
A discussion was held regarding Navy Week Celebration (250 years old) occurring Aug. 18-25, 
2025 at the Veteran’s Memorial.  Clutch will get details for  any participation of the Base. 
 
A discussion was held regarding the NROTC Awards program at Franklin Heights High School 
for 2026.  It was determined to get more information on the criteria to pick the 
candidate.  Clutch will follow up.  On May 2, 2025, the "Award for Military Excellence" 
certificate was presented to Senior Cadet James Marcum, and the "John T. Leers Junior Cadet 
Achievement Award" certificate and medallion were presented to Junior Cadet Nicolas 
Wimbley. 
 
Discussion was held regarding the Flags on Graves at the Resurrection Cemetery on May 24, 
2025 at 1300 to 1430.  We had a number of volunteers and Commander Tim will head up the 
activity.   
 
Upcoming Events: 
 
May 26, 2025 – Worthington Memorial Parade. Our participation has been confirmed.  1000 
Step off from the Legion area. Can meet at Tony Konecny’s house. 
 
July 4th Upper Arlington Parade. Our application was approved.  
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The August Picnic is in preliminary planning by Mark Rose.  He will have alternatives at the 
June meeting. 
 
Wheelchairs maintenance dates are: 
May 13, 2025 
June 3, 2025 
June 17, 2025 
 
Participation in the Dublin Irish Festival is being evaluated and will have more information next 
meeting. 
 
See the Meeting Agenda to see more details on information. 

The 50/50 drawing was held 
 
Chaplain Walt Fleak gave the benediction as Commander Tim adjourned the meeting at 1445. 
 
The next meeting will be held at 1300 on Saturday, 7 June, at the American Legion Leasure-
Blackston Post 239, 700 Morning Street, Worthington following the usual noon social hour. 

Respectfully submitted, Richard Demboski, Secretary 


